
THE MOSELEY SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 15th MAY, 2014, 7.30 p.m. 

at The Moseley Exchange, The Post Office Building, Alcester Road, Moseley. 

 

Helen Minovi, in the chair, welcomed all to the meeting. There were 48 members and 3 non-members 

present. Before the AGM Chris Rosier spoke about the developments on the Meteor Garage site and 

Councillor Lisa Trickett spoke about the Highbury Trust and the newly formed stakeholders group. The 

AGM began at 8.15 pm 
 

1. APOLOGIES had been received from John Dring, John Underwood, Rosemary Turner, Ray 

Cocks, David & Cass Whittingham, Mary Stopes-Roe, Carol Miller, Ernie Hendricks, Steve & 

Jenny Peacock, David & Deborah Taylor, Kate Fox, Janet Berry, Eric Adams, Joyce & Chris 

Elliott and Lia & Philip Lesser. 
   

2. MINUTES of the last AGM held on 16th May 2013 were taken as read and agreed on a motion 

put by Jean Gilkison and seconded by John Rouse. 
 

3. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORTS.  

The Annual Review containing reports of the different aspects of the Society’s work had been 

circulated in advance of the meeting. Introducing the reports, Helen Minovi said that she hoped 

members appreciated the new design of the Annual Review, although she pointed out that it 

contained one error as John Rouse’s name had been omitted from the Communications & 

Marketing Group, and so many apologies were due to him. She thanked the hard-working 

members of the groups that had contributed so much to further the aims of the Society during 

the course of the year. 
 

There were no questions about the reports. 
 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS.  

Helen Minovi said that copies of the full report and accounts to 31 December 2013 had been 

circulated in advance by email, posted on the website and were made available in paper format 

at the meeting. 

There were no questions and the accounts which were adopted on a motion put by George 

Macleod, seconded by Eva Ling and supported unanimously.  
  

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE. 

Helen Minovi confirmed that all committee members were prepared to continue in their roles. 

  With a proposal put by Anne Insley, and seconded by Claire Hinchliffe, the officers and 

committee were then elected unanimously. 
  

The 2014/15 committee is 

Helen Minovi [Co-Chair] 

Geoff Rees [Co-Chair] 

Anna Williams [Treasurer] 

Fiona Adams [Secretary] 

Roy Cockel  

John Dring 

Jean Gilkison 

Paul Lindley    

Mike Marlow  

Robert Orme  

John Rouse 

Rosemary Turner 

John Underwood 

Sally Wright   
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6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.  

6.1 Colin Gough drew attention the reference in the Planning & Licensing report about 

developments that do nothing to ‘maintain and advance’ the conservation areas in Moseley. He 

asked about the garden shed and landscaping materials business which is, very slowly, taking 

shape on the triangle of Network Rail land on the corner of St Mary’s Row and Oxford Road. It 

was agreed that it is an eyesore and the slowness of the work does not give a good impression 

of the business that will eventually be operating from the site. 
 

6.2 May Oscar asked why had the No 1 bus service been curtailed at Sheepcote Street without 

consultation? There was general agreement that the deterioration of the No 1 service caused 

significant inconvenience to people living along the route in Moseley and that it was necessary to 

raise a petition and seek a restoration of the route to the Town Hall. 
 

Helen Minovi closed the meeting at 8.30 p.m.  

 

 

 

Development of the Meteor site. 

 

Before the meeting Chris Rosier spoke about the development of the Meteor site in Moseley. He 

explained that he was part of the development team of local consultants that is working with Marshall 

CDP (Commercial Development Projects), the business that now owns the site. He said that had he 

been available, James Marshall would have joined him this evening, and had sent his apologies. 

Marshalls is a family firm based near Leeds, founded in 1901. 

 

Chris said that as everyone was aware, the demolition is progressing swiftly and recently the petrol 

tanks had been removed. He was pleased to say that it had been found that the horse chestnut tree 

roots had not had to be disturbed and so the tree could be retained. He said that arboriculturalists and 

Councillor Ernie Hendricks had been on site to observe and all were satisfied that the tree’s main 

structural roots had not been disturbed. It has been decided that as the tree pre-dated the tanks it had 

been able to establish its roots beneath them. Many more tanks and considerably more contamination 

had been found on site than had been indicated by previous surveys. Chris said that bore holes and trial 

holes would be drilled soon. The ground beneath the site is sandy gravel. The remains of the 

demolished buildings will be crushed on site and as much as possible of the material will be reused in 

the construction of the new building.  

 

He said that the developers are using the existing planning approval, and will be keeping almost exactly 

to the approved plans as far as footprint, massing and elevations are concerned. Construction drawings 

have been produced and these indicated some problems with the approved plans – for example floor 

heights did not match window levels in all cases.  

 

In addition the developers have signed a 25 year lease of the Network Rail site across the road, adding 

considerably to the parking available for the new businesses and surgery. 

 

He said that the original planning consent was given with 41 conditions. The previous developers had 

already discharged 16 or these, and another 5 are almost ready to be discharged. However they are 

seeking some variation on some of the conditions. 

 

Turning to the use of the buildings Chris said that he still cannot reveal the name of the ‘anchor tenant’ 

with whom negotiations are proceeding. He said it was not Tesco or a discount retailer. The aim of the 

plans was to encourage movement of people up St Mary’s Row. The retail unit previously allocated to 
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Tesco would be divided so that 12,428 sq ft will be allocated to the main retailer, while a smaller space 

of 3,245 sq ft the ground floor would be let to a different retailer. He said that talks with Wake Green 

surgery were continuing – the doctors have of course been involved with plans for the site for many 

years, and he hoped that there would be a resolution soon. Chris said that now that adequate parking 

had been secured, the flats would be developed for the private residential market, and not have to be 

restricted to those over 50 years of age, for whom they are not suitable. As the site has good transport 

links he hoped that the flats would be of interest to younger people. 

 

Chris said that he and others from the development team had already had two meetings with Councillor 

Lisa Trickett, who was present at the meeting, Councillor Ernie Hendricks, who had sent his apologies, 

and representatives from Moseley Community Development Trust and The Moseley Society. He said he 

was willing to answer questions and for people to contact him later with further queries they might have. 

 

Claire Hinchliffe asked about the implications of the 25 year lease on the Network Rail site, and Chris 

and Cllr Trickett were able to reassure the meeting that this would not adversely affect any plans there 

are to reopen the line to passenger traffic. 

 

Barry Tunnicliffe asked about the likely price range of the residential flats, and Chris said he hoped they 

would appeal to young professionals looking for starter-homes. 

 

Jean Gilkison asked about the two current planning applications for the site, namely 2014/01972/PA, 

Variation of condition 7 to allow deliveries between 06:30 and 21:00 Monday to Saturday and 08:00 & 

19:00 Sundays and Bank Holidays. Condition 8 to allow a maximum net sales area of 1,159 square 

metres. Condition 22 to allow the replacement of approved drawings and removal of condition 40 to 

allow the occupation of the retail store prior to the medical centre being completed.  

And also 2014/03074/PA, Variation of condition 39 attached to approved application 2009/05931/PA to 

allow additional time for highway works to be completed.  

Chris said that these were Section 73 notices, rather than new planning applications, and the change to 

delivery times was at the request of the proposed anchor tenant. In fact it affected only two deliveries 

per day. Fiona Adams said that she did not think the agents who had submitted these notices had 

served the developers well as there is almost no information on the planning website to explain what 

and why any variations are needed. 

 

Cllr Trickett said that an additional factor that should be included was Birmingham City Council’s 

successful bid to become a Cycle City. 

 

Prof. Colin Gough asked about the prospective routes that vehicles delivering goods to the store would 

use. Chris said that discussions were underway with Paul Cowan at the City Council about altering the 

entrance to the site from Oxford Road, so that it would have an ‘in’ and an ‘out’ rather than a shared 

entrance. He said he could not answer the question about which routes vehicles would take to 

approach and leave the store, but as soon as the anchor tenant was confirmed he would arrange for 

discussions to begin about this. Colin Gough said that the information supplied with the previous 

application was inaccurate in many ways. 

 

In reply to a question from Michael Sheehan, Chris gave more details of Marshall CDP, including that 

the construction part of the firm would build the new building. 

 

In reply to a question from Eva Ling, Chris confirmed that there would be no more than two retailers on 

the site and that the main entrance would be from the rear car park. 
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Esther Boyd asked why there was a request to vary the condition on the timing of the opening of the 

surgery. She stressed that the surgery is a very important part of the development, and its inclusion was 

one of the reasons why such a small amount of planning gain had been attached to the approval. Chris 

said that the developers had had their first meeting with Wake Green Surgery before Christmas 2013, 

and negotiations are continuing. But changes to NHS funding that have occurred since the planning 

permission was given could affect the timing of the opening of the surgery. Negotiations are continuing 

but are dependent on the surgery taking a decision to move – and the developers cannot force this to 

happen. Chris said that should the surgery not wish to move, a new planning application would be 

necessary. 

 

Ellie Gabbay commented on how pleasant the views across the site are now that the garage buildings 

have all been demolished. Chris agreed – but said that the approved new building would be built, or if 

matters out of the control of the developers changed then there would have to be a new planning 

application. 

 

Cllr Lisa Trickett said that one of her main concerns was traffic and HGVs accessing the site. She said 

work was underway to monitor HGV movement in Poplar Road, Kings Heath, and she would ensure 

that all necessary work was done to ensure that deliveries to the new store were well managed. 

 

Chris was warmly thanked for coming to the meeting, for being so open, for answering questions and for 

agreeing to keep in touch with the community. 

 

 

Highbury Trust 

 

Councillor Lisa Trickett was asked to speak to explain the proposal to establish a Stakeholder’s Group 

for Highbury Trust. She reminded members that Highbury Hall and grounds and part of the park had 

been bequeathed to the City Council by the Chamberlain family in 1932. The City Council is the sole 

trustee of the Trust.  

 

She said that it was unfortunate that in recent years there had been so much contention with local 

groups concerned about the great legacy represented by the hall and park. She said that she hoped to 

resolve some of the issues and that she had agreed to chair a Stakeholder Group, which will become a 

shadow board of trustees and eventually take over management of Highbury Trust. She said that the 

current situation is that Civic Catering is managing the main hall, but there is an on-going dispute about 

the repairs needed to the roof. The estimated cost of these repairs is £8m. 

 

Uffculme School has agreed to expand and create much needed additional class room space in 

Chamberlain House. Lisa said that she knew the consultation about this had not been well handled, but 

since becoming an all-age school the need for expansion at Uffculme had become very urgent. 

 

Lisa said that the first task of the Stakeholder Group would be to help draw up a business plan for the 

Hall. The ‘preferred option’ chosen by Councillors had no business plan and the City Council’s lawyers 

needed to be challenged as to why this was so. She said that by late July she hoped it would be 

possible to hold a strategic planning day to consider the future, and include the legal and property 

teams from the City Council together with Civic Catering. 

 

She said that she hoped local groups could find experts with relevant skills to represent them and to 

help contribute to the business planning. 
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In reply to questions Lisa said that one of the current problems is that so many officers have left the City 

Council’s employment and those who are left do not have much knowledge of Highbury. The £8m cost 

might be chargeable to the Council but no one would know until Civic Catering revealed more financial 

information. 

 

Lisa suggested that there should be discussions with the National Trust and English Heritage. She said 

one possibility for a use for the building was for it to become a boutique hotel and provide training for 

hospitality staff. She said that the proposal was for the new Highbury Trust to have a 25 year lease of 

the Hall, and so licences and leases with private sector companies could be considered. However 

keeping the Park freely open to all would always be essential. 

 

 

Computer mapping. 

 

Following the AGM, Mike Marlow gave a brief presentation about computer mapping and Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS), explaining that during a period of just 25 years, there had been a revolution 

in maps and mapping. Before then, only paper maps had been available, and the City Council had 

several collections, each with over 1,200 large-scale (1:1250) paper maps, showing different things like 

planning applications, policy boundaries and development constraints. Apart from occupying a lot of 

space, they were prone to loss and damage, accessible only to a handful of people and difficult to 

extract useful information from. 

  

The Ordnance Survey (OS) began digitising their maps in the 1970s and completed the whole of 

Britain in 1995. By then, the City Council and many other organisations were following with overlays of 

their own digital geographic information in a structured, 'intelligent' form, supplemented by imagery such 

as aerial photography. We are familiar now with Google Maps, Bing and Open Street Maps amongst 

others, challenging the monopoly of OS maps. 

  

Nowadays, digital mapping is accessible to everyone via the internet and also through mobile devices 

such as tablets and smartphones. GIS software enables mapping information to be retrieved, 

displayed and analysed almost instantly, a commonplace example being sat navs, which calculate the 

shortest route between two points on a digitised network. 

  

Mike concluded by giving a brief 'live' demonstration of the City Council's planning register information, 

available through the Council's website. LocalView, as it is known, reveals different map layers: planning 

applications, Listed Buildings, Tree Preservation Orders, the boundaries of Conservation Areas, 

all against various OS mapping backgrounds. With the aid of a simple toolbar, the user can change the 

map scale and location, switch layers on and off and click on particular map objects to get more 

information. Though far from perfect, LocalView shows the potential for further developments, including 

more information on Moseley. 

 

Mike agreed to put the link to the City Council's mapping system on the Moseley Society website. 

 

 

 


